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TISD SCHOOLS RECEIVE  

 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES GRANT 

Texarkana, TX -- Four schools within Texarkana Independent School 
District have been awarded a Picturing America Grant award from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  Spring Lake Park Elementary,           
Wake Village Elementary, Texas Middle School and Texas High School will 
participate in a NEH initiative that helps teach American history and culture by 
bringing some of the country’s great art directly to classrooms and libraries. 

 
Awardees will receive 40 large, high-quality reproductions of great 

American art and a comprehensive teacher’s resource book to facilitate the use 
of the works of art in core subjects. 

 
“Thanks to an unprecedented number of educators, librarians, and citizens 

who applied during the first application period, I’m proud to announce that over 
26,000 schools and public libraries across our nation will receive Picturing 
America this fall,” said NEH Chairman Bruce Cole. 

 
“Works of art are more than mere ornaments for the elite; they are primary 

documents of a civilization.  A written record or a textbook tells you one thing – 
but art reveals something else.  Our students and citizens deserve to see 
American art that shows us where we have come from, what we have endured, 
and where we are headed,” continued Chairman Cole. 

 
“This NEH grant for our schools will compliment our already existing arts 

curriculum by bringing in more prints that can be of use to more teachers,” 
commented Ronnie Thompson, TISD Assistant Superintendent for School 
Improvement.  “We currently use art prints with our students to help inspire 
creative writing, storytelling and writing techniques.  I am pleased that TISD was 
selected to be a recipient of this program.” 

 
The National Endowment for the Humanities is an independent           

grant-making agency of the United States government dedicated to support 
research, education, preservation, and public programs in the humanities.  The 
study of the humanities – history, literature, philosophy, and the arts – helps us 
explore what it means to be human.  The humanities enable us to understand the 
world and our place in it. 
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